

Keith Watson - Last ever artwork 
First three episodes of the PHOENIX MISSION 
Marco Polo - Flight Deck Centre Spread 
How the Project all began . . plus DAN BEAR! 



DAN DAIS 




1 (Front cover) - Keith Watson’s Anastasia leaving the Red Moon. 

2 ROLE CALL OF PROJECT CONTRIBUTORS ... 

3 DAILY WORLD POST - preamble. 

5-10 THE PHOENIX MISSION - opening episodes. 

11 IN THE BEGINNING - how the venture started. 

12 - 13 CENTRE SPREAD - Keith Watson’s Marco Polo Flight Deck. 

14 THE DWP STORY ... 

15 DAILY WORLD POST - first edition. 

16 THE LAUNCH... 

17 THE FABULOUS MEKON ... 

18 -19 THE KEITH WATSON TOUCH ... 

20 DARK DAYS AND TRAGIC EVENTS ... 

21 FROM THE ASHES, THE PHOENIX RISES... 

22 THE FIRST EAGLE DAY ... 

23 COMING IN FUTURE ISSUES ... 

24 (Back cover) - The adventures of Dan Bear by Andy Boyce. 

















DAILY WORLD POST 

I.S.F. TO PROBE 
SPACE GRAVE YARD 
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\This gem of an idea had me bubbling with ex 
Keith. (A t that point I had already ordered a Sargasso 


lie Times was later to serialise or, 


of his tales - TUNNEL OF TERROR.) 


Time rolled on, Christmas arrived and the plan still stalled for lack of a plot. To get us out 
of this rut I decided to try writing one myself, and in January 1992 starting bouncing my 
i stumbling scripts off fans for comment. (At least I gave them a few laughs, with my spelling 
blunders! All a bit crazy really - what a combination, a dyslexic writer and a colour-blind 


I dreamed of a big meaty Dan Dare saga, but Keith countered this saying we would never 
get enough sponsors for something that big. (Individual fans were to sponsor the artwork, 

\ cmd Keith would take the completed project to Fleetway in the hope that if they took it up 
we would get our costs back, as well as the artwork to keep!) He said, “Why not go for an 
Eagle Annual size story” ( 8 pages ). I thought this was too short and aimed at eight 
episodes, which became nine - later extended to ten - as eight was too restricting. 




I set the yam a few months after the end of The Ship That Lived, and 
Fleet tale - this being a natural gap to slip into. It also allowed m 
i established people and places already embedded in the Dan Dare world and follow up some 
of the loose ends that Frank Hampson had left us. (Of course by starting the story in the 
I ;Sargasso Sea of Space, I would get all those views too!) 


Keith approved the adventure outline, (a condition of him taking on the project had been 
that he would have editorial control - he was fed up with having to do DD strips that were 
not true to the original.) And, with him being invited to the Eagle Society’s Annual Dinner 
[Weekend in April, we thought this would be the ideal time to launch the enterprise. 


;o launch the venture with, and recruited so 
;a of a Daily World Post preamble page. This w 
led with this, plus thi 
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THE NARCO POLO FLIGHT DECK 









I.S.F. TO PROBE 
SPACE GRAVE YARD 
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Keith worked on page one for three months, experimenting with frame one more than fifty 
times, wanting to get it just right. (Every spacecraft on this page can be accounted for in 
Reign of the Robots.) His difficulties were compounded in trying to find the right kind of 
artboard to work on. (An ongoing problem, I might add!) When Keith sent the page to me 
at the beginning of May 1993,1 spent an hour soaking up all that lovely detail before I could 
tear myself away just to notify him (by telephone) of its safe arrival! Now we were up and 
to unfold.^ ryt g gr y g as bou 
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l GREAT SUCCESS 



! ROTHWELL’S GROUND BREAKING EVENT ’ 





This was the brilliant idea of Bob Rothwell - a day where for a modest fee Eagle fans could 
get together to see rare items, artwork, swops and sales, and meet lots of other fans. I attend 
with all the Phoenix stuff (plans, artboards etc.), and give a presentation. The even Us a 

fell under the spell of Keith’s Marco Polo and wanted to become involved. Andy Boyce 
offered to refine my spaceship plans and Mike Wood was keen to build a model of the 
spacecraft. 

Over the coming years more Eagle Days would follow in different venues around the 
country. I made it a point to try and attend every event as I would meet fans I hadn’t met 
before and often their skills and resources would come on board the project. 

But none of this would have happened if it wasn’t for Bob and his team of helpers -fans like 
Derek Wilson, Terry Imrie, Ted Herbert, David Britton, Bob Robinson and Tony Cowley, 


StortSg t ki S pS 1 2 is 'projeTtntUoby Nicholas Hill and Martin Baines; a strip started some 
years ago on the web, and now to be redrawn especially for us! 

In addition, we are looking into ways that Dr. Denis Steeper "s unpublished master trilogy; 
Pirates of Numidol, The Destroyer of Worlds and Operation Terra Nova could be 
brought to you. 


The rest of the Phoenix Mission story. 
Frank Hampson - Studio references. 
Problems of script writing Dan Dare. 
Spaceship plans and cutaways. 

Models made by Mike Wood & Sid Clark. 
The Project Pluto strip. 

Hidden and replaced frames. 

The National Comic Awards. 

The BBC interest. 

How a page develops - roughs etc. 

The Green Nemesis saga. 

The continuing adventures of Dan Bear. 



PART 2 OUT FEBRUARY 



































